
 

 

MEMORARE STANDING 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, 
implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided. 
 

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come, before thee I 
stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and 
answer me.  Amen. 
 

The Introductory Rites 
 

HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Exodus 16: 6-7 

Today you will know that the Lord will come, and he will save us, 
and in the morning you will see his glory. 

 
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Assembly: Amen. 

Nativity of the Lord  Vigil Mass 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 - 4:00pm and 6:00pm 



 
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Assembly: And with your spirit. 
Priest: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins, 

  and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
Assembly: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, 

  in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
And, striking their breast, they say: 
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; 
  therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, 
  and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 
Assembly Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

Gloria 

 

Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 

 
 
Priest: Let us pray. 

O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait in hope for our redemption, grant that, just as we 
joyfully welcome your Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we may also merit to face him 
confidently when he comes again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

SEATED 

The Liturgy of the Word 
FIRST READING Isaiah 62:1-5 

 

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her vindication shines 
forth like the dawn and her victory like a burning torch. 

Nations shall behold your vindication,and all the kings your glory; you shall be called by a new name 
pronounced by the mouth of the LORD. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, a royal diadem 
held by your God. No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” or your land “Desolate,” but you shall be called “My 
Delight,” and your land “Espoused.” For the LORD delights in you and makes your land his spouse. As a young 
man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God 
rejoice in you. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 
 

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: 
  Forever will I confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.   R 

 

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout;  
     in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 



  At your name they rejoice all the day, and through your justice they are exalted.  R 
 

He shall say of me, “You are my father, my God, the rock, my savior.” 
  Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, and my covenant with him stands firm.  R 

 
SECOND READING Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue, he stood up, motioned with his hand, 
and said, “Fellow Israelites and you others who are God-fearing, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our 
ancestors and exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of Egypt. With uplifted arm he led them out of 
it. Then he removed Saul and raised up David as king; of him he testified, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, a 
man after my own heart; he will carry out my every wish.’ From this man’s descendants God, according to his 
promise, has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel; and as John was completing his course, he would say, ‘What do you suppose that I am? 
I am not he. Behold, one is coming after me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’” 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed: 

the Savior of the world will reign over us. 
 

Deacon/Priest:    The Lord be with you. 
Assembly:    And with your spirit. 
Deacon/Priest:    A reading from the holy Gospel according to N . 
Assembly:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, since he was a 
righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention 
when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and 
he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Assembly: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
HOMILY SEATED 
 
THE CREED STANDING 
Assembly: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all things visible and invisible. 




